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Show Us Your Gadget 

   Product Summary ..... 3 
 

TC/PC Calendar. ......... 14 

 15 

Maps to Events ........... 16 

Tech Topics with Jack Ungerleider via Zoom at 

6pm before the General Meeting. 

Note: All TC/PC Meetings and SIG Groups will be virtual 
until further notice. Visit tcpc.com for info. 

 

    This month we’ll take a tour of the CES show 
in Las Vegas via videos provided by people that 
visited the show and chose their best picks.  
    There are some more advanced robots, 
Roomba vacuums that pick up objects in their 
way, lots of AI, wheelchairs that can sense and 
avoid obstacles, impressive advances in 
batteries, an electronic spoon that can adjust 
the salt flavor of a dish, and lots of small 
gadgets, and much more. Grab your bowl of 
popcorn and enjoy! 

http://www.tcpc.com
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The Digital Viking 
 The Digital Viking is the official monthly publication of 
the Twin Cities PC User Group, a 501(c)(3)organization and an 
all-volunteer organization dedicated to users of IBM-compatible 
computers. Subscriptions are included in membership. We wel-
come articles and reviews from members. The Digital Viking is a 
copyrighted publication and reproduction of any material is 
expressly prohibited without permission. Exception: other User 
Groups may use material if unaltered and credited. 
 Disclaimer: All opinions are those of the authors and do 
not necessarily represent the opinions of the TC/PC, its Board of 
Directors, Officers, or newsletter staff. TC/PC does not endorse, 
rate, or otherwise officially comment on products available; 
therefore, readers are cautioned to rely on the opinions presented 
herein exclusively at their own risk. The Digital Viking, its 
contributors, and staff assume no liability for damages arising out 
of the publication or non-publication of any advertisement, 
article, or other item. All refunds in full or in partial, for advertis-
ing, membership or any other item shall be at the sole discretion 
of the Twin Cities PC User Group Board of Directors. 

 

Advertising 
Full page (7½ x 9½) $100.00 

Two-thirds page (7½ x 6) 80.00 

Half page (7½ x 4¾) 65.00 

One-third page (7½ x 3) 50.00 

Quarter page (3½ x 4¾) 40.00 

Member Bus. Card (2 x 3½) 10.00 

Multiple insertion discounts available. 

Contact Sharon Walbran at:: SQWalbran@yahoo.com 

Deadline for ad placement is the 1st of the month prior to publica-
tion. All rates are per issue and for digital or camera-ready ads. 
Typesetting and other services are extra and must be requested in 
advance of submission deadlines. 

Payment must accompany order unless other arrangements are 
made in advance. Place make checks payable to: Twin Cities PC 
User Group 

TC/PC 
Member Benefits 

 

Product previews 
and demonstrations 

 
Special Interest Groups 

Monthly Newsletter 
 

Discounts on products 
and services 

 
Contests and prizes 

Business Member 
Benefits 

 
All of the above PLUS: 

 
FREE ½ page ad on  

payment of each renewal 
 

20% discount on all ads 
Placed in the Digital 

Viking Newsletter 
 

Up to 5 newsletters mailed to 
your site 

(only a nominal cost for each 
additional 5 mailed) 

Newsletter Staff 
Editor Sharon Walbran 

 

TC/PC 2024-2025 Board of Directors 
 

Meets once or twice per year. All members welcome to attend. 

Visit www.tcpc.com for meeting details. 

President —Lee Kaphingst leekap@comcast.net 

Vice President —Curtiss Trout ctrout@troutreach.com 

Secretary - Sharon Walbran sharon.walbran@gmail.com 

Treasurer  - Sharon Trout strout@troutreach.com 

Newsletter Publisher Sharon Walbran 952-925-2726 sharon.walbran@gmail.com 

Web Master Curt Trout ctrout@troutreach.com 

Board Members: 

Steve Kuhlmey   skuhlmey@hotmail.com 

Lon Ortner 612-824-4946 lon@csacomp.com 

Lee Kaphingst leekap@comcast.net 

Jeannine Sloan Ambassador for Friendship Village 

Curtiss Trout   ctrout@troutreach.com 

Sharon Trout   strout@troutreach.com 

Jack Ungerleider   jack@jacku.com 

Sharon Walbran   sharon.walbran@gmail.com 
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Board of Directors Meeting—January 2025-Member Dues Change 
The Board met, prior to the General Meeting, and voted in favor of a change to Membership dues, 
reducing the dues from $18.00 per year to $9.00 per year. The change was presented by Curt Trout 

and was approved by a unanimous vote. The change is to take effect  immediately. 

Show Us Your Gadget—Product Summary 

At the January General Meeting of TC/PC, several members presented and demonstrated the use 
of gadgets they owned, some of which are featured on these pages. Note: the images featured are 
from similar products found online and may not be the exact product that was presented. 
 
 

From Bill Ryder: Raspberry Pi Accessories 0 NVMe Base and Monitor 
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From Jack Ungerleider: Fast Heyday Dual USB-C and USB-A Charger at Target for $12 
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From Jack Ungerleider: Fast Charger 
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From Lee Kaphingst—Low Cost Solution for spotty or weak  WiFi—USB 
WiFi Extender from Micro Center for under $25 
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From Sharon Walbran: Re-chargeable hand warmers and guitar tuner from 
Amazon 
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From Curt Trout:  High-speed 3D Printer and several 3D-printed tools 
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From Gene Olson—Portable SSD Drive  - Plug in laptop and tablet.— 
4 USB-C ports and 3 USB-A ports 

 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B09VLJ7VBM/
ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_title?th=1 
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Also from Gene Olson—Portable Hygrometer/Thermometer from 
Amazon. 
 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Digital-Humidity-
Temperature-Hygrometer-Thermometer/dp/
B07N1P47WD  
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From Steve Parker: Terra Master RAID 5 System for up to 100 TB of 
storage for 4K video. $339.00 
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And one more from Bill Ryder—Adafruit USB Safety Tester $25 
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Sun Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Linux on Sat-
urday SIG 
9am—Noon 

9 10 11 
7pm General Mtg 
Best of CES 
2025 
 
6pm Tech Topics 

12 13 14 15 
MS Office 
SIG (includes 
Access) 
9am—Noon 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Linux on Sat-
urday SIG 
9am—Noon 

9 10 11 
7pm General Mtg 
Fraud Prevention 
 
6pm Tech Topics 

12 13 14 15 
MS Office 
SIG (includes 
Access) 
9am—Noon 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      
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You have just read an issue of The Digital Viking. 

 
Would you like to receive this delivered directly to your email or business each month? 

 
As a member of TC/PC, the Twin Cities Personal Computer Group, one of the benefits 

 is reading this monthly publication at www.tcpc.com.. 
 

As a member of TC/PC, you may attend any or all of the monthly Special Interest Group (SIG) meetings and be eligible for 
software drawings. The small membership fee also includes  

access to real-live people with answers via our helplines, discounts, and various other perks. 
 

Does membership in this group sound like a good way to increase your computer knowledge? 
 

It’s easy to do! Simply fill in the form below and mail it to the address shown. 
(If you use the form in this issue, you will receive an extra month for joining now.) 

 

 
Here’s the info for my TC/PC Membership: 
 

Full name_____________________________________________________ 

 

Company name________________________________________________ 

 

Address______________________________________________________ 

 

City_______________________________ State_________ Zip__________ 

 

Home  Business  Change address: Perm. Temp. ‘til ___________ 

 

Home phone____________________  Work phone____________________ 

 

Online address(es) _____________________________________________ 

 

Where did you hear about TC/PC? _________________________________ 
 
 I DO NOT want any of my information disclosed. 

 I DO NOT want to receive any mailings 

 
Administrative Use Only     Rec’d_____________________  Chk#_______________ 

 2/25 
I’m signing up for: 

 Individual/Family Membership ($9) 

 Business Membership ($100) 

If an existing member your # __________ 

Make checks payable to: 

Twin Cities PC User Group 
341 County Rd C2 W 
Roseville, MN 55113 
 
Or sign up on our website: 

http://www.tcpc.com 

 

 Check #__________  Bill me 

 New member  Renewal  Prior member 

I’m interested in: 

 Training classes  Volunteering 

 Special Interest Groups: New User, Access, 
etc. 

List here: 
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FIRST CLASS MAIL 341 County Rd C2 W 
Roseville, MN 55113 

November 8, 2011 • 7 PM 

General Meeting 
 

The Microsoft Store 
 

The Microsoft Store 
162 South Avenue 

Mall of America 

More info: www.tcpc.com 

February 11, 2025 
7:00 pm 

General Meeting 
 

Best of CES 2025 
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